
See the summary for subject Accessibility, Visitability and Adaptability of Dwelling
Units.

The National Building Code of Canada (NBC) is an objective-based model code in which
most technical requirements address at least one of five objectives: safety, health,
accessibility, fire and structural protection of buildings, and environment.
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The current NBC accessibility objective specifically exempts houses from its application,
which prevents the addition of any accessibility requirements to the NBC for these
buildings.

Exempting these dwelling units from the application of the accessibility objective means
that these buildings will continue to present significant accessibility challenges for
persons with disabilities. Some persons with disabilities are unable to access many
homes, meaning they often cannot reside in them without costly renovations, or visit
friends or family.

Limiting access to houses for persons with disabilities could be seen as discriminatory
and should be corrected.

This proposed change removes the exemption for houses from the application of the
accessibility objective in Division A of the NBC. This proposed change would create a
framework for technical provisions related to accessibility to be considered for houses.
While the NBC has accessibility requirements for many different types of buildings, it
does not currently have any that apply to houses because these buildings are exempted
from requirements based on the application of the accessibility objective.

This proposed change is a necessary step toward making houses accessible to a larger
portion of the population in Canada, especially as population demographics shift.

Many Canadians have reported having a disability, as shown in Table 1. Furthermore,
the prevalence of disabilities increases with age: over 20% of Canadians over 15 years
old and nearly 40% of Canadians over 65 years old report having a disability (Statistics
Canada, 2022). Where disabilities were reported, the severity (i.e., limitation on how
frequently and effectively a person can perform the activities of daily living) varied;
approximately 37% were reported as mild, 20% as moderate, 21% as severe, and 22%
as very severe (Statistics Canada, 2017).

Table 1. Percentage of Canadian Population Aged 15 Years Old and Older, with a
Disability in 2017 (adapted from Statistics Canada, 2017)

Type of Disability Men Women

Developmental 1.54% 0.77%

Memory 3.78% 3.63%

Dexterity 3.92% 4.95%

Learning 4.33% 3.54%

Seeing 4.91% 5.70%

Hearing 5.70% 3.92%

Mental health-related 6.01% 8.03%

Mobility 8.56% 10.12%

Flexibility 9.77% 9.90%

Pain-related 13.44% 15.00%
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Strategies are needed to support aging in place and remove barriers to accessibility in
houses; and this proposed change provides a framework in the NBC to address accessibility
through technical requirements.

References

Statistics Canada, “A demographic, employment and income profile of Canadians with
disabilities aged 15 years and over, 2017”.
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-654-x/89-654-x2018002-eng.htm

[2.1.1.2.] 2.1.1.2. Application of Objectives

(See Note A-2.2.1.1.(1).)

[1] 1) Except as provided in Sentences (2) to (6), the objectives described in
this Part apply

[a] a) to all buildings covered in this Code (see Article 1.1.1.1.), and

[b] b) only to the extent that they relate to compliance with this Code as
required in Article 1.2.1.1.

[2] 2) Objective OS4, Resistance to Unwanted Entry, applies only to dwelling
units in buildings covered in Part 9 of Division B. (See Article 1.3.3.3.)

[3] 3) Objective OH3, Noise Protection, applies only to dwelling units.

[4] 4) Objective OH5, Hazardous Substances Containment, applies only to the
extent defined in

[a] a) the National Plumbing Code, and

[b] b) the National Fire Code.

[5] 5) Objective OA, Accessibility (including Objectives OA1, Barrier-Free Path of
Travel, and OA2, Barrier-Free Facilities), does not apply to

[a] a) detached houses, semi-detached houses, houses with a secondary
suite, duplexes, triplexes, townhouses, row houses and boarding
houses (see Appendix , Secondary Suite),

[b] b) buildings of Group F, Division 1 major occupancy, and

[c] c) buildings that are not intended to be occupied on a daily or full-time
basis, including automatic telephone exchanges, pumphouses and
substations.

[6] 6) Objective OE, Environment (including Objectives OE1, Resources, and
OE1.1, Excessive Use of Energy), applies only to

[a] a) buildings of residential occupancy to which Part 9 of Division B
applies,

[b] b) buildings containing business and personal services, mercantile or
low-hazard industrial occupancies to which Part 9 of Division B
applies whose combined total floor area does not exceed 300 m2,
and
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[c] c) buildings containing a mix of the residential and non-residential
occupancies described in Clauses (a) and (b).

(See Note A-2.1.1.2.(6).) (See also Article 1.3.3.3.)

Financial Impact

No new costs are introduced by expanding the application of the accessibility objective
to include previously exempted houses because the proposed change does not, on its
own, change the current application of the accessibility requirements for buildings that
were not exempted, i.e., dwelling units in Parts 3 and 9.

Part 9 directs Code users to Section 3.8. of Division B of the NBC, where houses are
exempted from the application of the accessibility requirements. For example,

• Sentence 9.5.2.1.(1) explains that “Except as provided in Articles 9.5.2.3. and
3.8.2.1., every building shall be designed in conformance with Section 3.8.”

• Sentence 3.8.2.1.(1) explains how exceptions apply to “detached houses, semi-
detached houses, houses with a secondary suite, duplexes, triplexes,
townhouses, row houses and boarding houses.”

Future technical requirements related to accessibility (which are beyond the scope of
this proposed change) that apply to houses may impact construction costs. Those
proposed requirements will be evaluated separately and will include impact analyses
specific to the proposed technical requirements in question.

Usage Impact

By expanding the application of the accessibility objective to include previously
exempted houses, this proposed change provides the necessary framework for the
potential addition of future accessibility-related technical requirements, which could
help to achieve the intent of “limit[ing] the probability that, as a result of the design or
construction of a house, a person with a physical or sensory limitation will be
unacceptably impeded from accessing or using a house or its facilities.”

Future accessibility requirements that apply to houses may impact the usability of these
buildings; the proposed changes will be assessed accordingly.

Expanding the accessibility objective to include the application to previously exempted
houses does not in itself introduce any technical requirements that would require
enforcement by the authorities having jurisdiction.
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The proposed change could affect:

• regulators and authorities having jurisdiction, who would need to be aware of
the expanded scope of the accessibility objective and the potential future
addition of technical requirements related to accessibility in houses,

• architects, engineers and builders, whose approach to home design and
construction may be affected as future requirements for accessibility (which are
beyond the scope of the objective change described in this proposed change)
are developed for houses, and

• persons with disabilities and their caregivers, who may benefit from future
minimum performance requirements for accessibility that apply to houses,
which would be enabled by the proposed change to the NBC framework.
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To reduce confusion for Code users and simplify integration with provincial and
territorial codes, proposed Subsection 3.8.4. uses the term "dwelling units" without
specifying “adaptability,” since the application is intended to be broad. Proposed
Subsection 3.8.5. refers to visitability through use of the term "visitable dwelling
units."

References
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[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. Scope

[3.8.2.1.] 3.8.2.1. Exceptions

(See Note A-3.8.2.1.)

[1] 1)
buildings

secondary suite

buildings major occupancy

buildings

[2] --)

buildings major occupancy

buildings

[3] --)

secondary suite

dwelling units

[4] --)

dwelling units
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[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. Entrances

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. Areas Requiring a Barrier-Free Path of Travel

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. Access to Storeys Served by Escalators and Moving Walks

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. Exterior Barrier-Free Paths of Travel to Building Entrances and
Exterior Passenger-Loading Zones

[3.8.2.6.] 3.8.2.6. Controls

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. Power Door Operators

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. Plumbing Facilities

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. Assistive Listening Systems

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. Signs and Indicators

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. Counters

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. Telephones

[3.8.3.1.] 3.8.3.1. Design Standards

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. Barrier-Free Path of Travel

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. Exterior Walks

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. Exterior Passenger-Loading Zones

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. Ramps

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. Doorways and Doors

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. Passenger-Elevating Devices

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. Controls

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. Accessible Signs

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. Drinking Fountains

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. Water-Bottle Filling Stations

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. Accessible Water-Closet Stalls

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. Universal Washrooms

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. Water Closets
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[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. Water-Closet Stalls and Urinals for Persons with Limited
Mobility

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. Lavatories and Mirrors

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. Showers

[3.8.3.18.] 3.8.3.18. Accessible Bathtubs

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. Assistive Listening Systems

[3.8.3.20.] 3.8.3.20. Counters

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. Telephones

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. Spaces in Seating Area

Note A-3.8.2.1.(3) and (4) Application to Dwelling Units.
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[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.1.] 3.8.2.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.1.] -- ([2] --) no attributions

[3.8.2.1.] -- ([3] --) no attributions

[3.8.2.1.] -- ([4] --) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]
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[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([4] 4) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([5] 5) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([5] 5) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([6] 6) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.6.] 3.8.2.6. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([4] 4) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([4] 4) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([5] 5) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([6] 6) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([7] 7) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([8] 8) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([9] 9) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([10] 10) no attributions
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[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([11] 11) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([12] 12) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([13] 13) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([13] 13) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([14] 14) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([15] 15) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([15] 15) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([4] 4) no attributions

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.1.] 3.8.3.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([a] a),([b] b) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([a] a),([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([c] c),([d] d) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([e] e),([f] f) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([e] e),([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([c] c),([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([4] 4) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([5] 5) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([6] 6) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]
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[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([b] b),([e] e) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([e] e),([f] f)

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([b] b),([e] e) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([a] a)

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([4] 4) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([4] 4) ([b] b),([c] c) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([5] 5) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([3] 3) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([4] 4) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([5] 5) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([5] 5) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([6] 6) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([7] 7) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([8] 8) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([9] 9) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) [F30-OS3.1]
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[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([11] 11) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([12] 12) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([12] 12) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([13] 13) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([14] 14) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([15] 15) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([16] 16) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([17] 17) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([17] 17) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F30-OS3.1] [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. ([1] 1) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([3] 3) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([d] d)([i] i) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([f] f),([g] g) [F30,F20-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([f] f) and ([g] g)

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([h] h) [F30-OS3.1]
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[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([d] d)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([f] f)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([g] g) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([i] i) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([2] 2) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) ([a] a)

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) ([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) ([f] f) [F31-OS3.2]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([d] d),([e] e) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([h] h) [F31-OS3.2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([b] b) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([b] b) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([g] g) [F74-OA2]
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[3.8.3.18.] 3.8.3.18. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([1] 1) [F11-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.20.] 3.8.3.20. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([2] 2) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([3] 3) ([a] a) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([4] 4) [F10-OS3.7]
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Submit a comment
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Physical Therapy 96

Physical Therapy 98
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[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. Scope

[3.8.2.1.] 3.8.2.1. Exceptions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. Entrances

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. Areas Requiring a Barrier-Free Path of Travel

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. Access to Storeys Served by Escalators and Moving Walks

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. Exterior Barrier-Free Paths of Travel to Building Entrances
and Exterior Passenger-Loading Zones

[3.8.2.6.] 3.8.2.6. Controls

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. Power Door Operators

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. Plumbing Facilities

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. Assistive Listening Systems

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. Signs and Indicators

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. Counters

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. Telephones

[3.8.3.1.] 3.8.3.1. Design Standards

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. Barrier-Free Path of Travel

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. Exterior Walks

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. Exterior Passenger-Loading Zones

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. Ramps

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. Doorways and Doors

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. Passenger-Elevating Devices

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. Controls
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[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. Accessible Signs

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. Drinking Fountains

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. Water-Bottle Filling Stations

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. Accessible Water-Closet Stalls

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. Universal Washrooms

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. Water Closets

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. Water-Closet Stalls and Urinals for Persons with Limited
Mobility

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. Lavatories and Mirrors

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. Showers

[3.8.3.18.] 3.8.3.18. Accessible Bathtubs

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. Assistive Listening Systems

[3.8.3.20.] 3.8.3.20. Counters

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. Telephones

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. Spaces in Seating Area

[3.8.4.1.] --- Entrance Doorway Width

[1] --) dwelling
unit

Note A-3.8.4.1. Location of Entrance Required by Article 3.8.4.1.

Cost Impact
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Cost decrease from constructing less exterior wall = $16.11

Benefit Impact

Canadian Board for Harmonized Construction Codes 1883

Last modified: 2024-02-15
Page: 8/16



Canadian Board for Harmonized Construction Codes 1883

Last modified: 2024-02-15
Page: 9/16



[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.1.] 3.8.2.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([4] 4) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([5] 5) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([5] 5) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([6] 6) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.6.] 3.8.2.6. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([3] 3) no attributions
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[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([4] 4) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([4] 4) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([5] 5) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([6] 6) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([7] 7) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([8] 8) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([9] 9) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([10] 10) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([11] 11) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([12] 12) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([13] 13) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([13] 13) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([14] 14) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([15] 15) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([15] 15) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([4] 4) no attributions

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.1.] 3.8.3.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([2] 2) no attributions
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[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([a] a),([b] b) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([a] a),([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([c] c),([d] d) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([e] e),([f] f) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([e] e),([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([c] c),([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([4] 4) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([5] 5) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([6] 6) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([b] b),([e] e) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([e] e),([f] f)

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([b] b),([e] e) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([a] a)

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([4] 4) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([4] 4) ([b] b),([c] c) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([5] 5) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([1] 1) no attributions
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[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([3] 3) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([4] 4) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([5] 5) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([5] 5) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([6] 6) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([7] 7) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([8] 8) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([9] 9) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([11] 11) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([12] 12) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([12] 12) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([13] 13) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([14] 14) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([15] 15) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([16] 16) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([17] 17) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([17] 17) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F30-OS3.1] [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. ([1] 1) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]
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[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([3] 3) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([d] d)([i] i) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([f] f),([g] g) [F30,F20-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([f] f) and ([g] g)

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([h] h) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([d] d)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([f] f)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([g] g) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([i] i) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([2] 2) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) ([a] a)

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]
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[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) ([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) ([f] f) [F31-OS3.2]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([d] d),([e] e) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([h] h) [F31-OS3.2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([b] b) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([b] b) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([g] g) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.18.] 3.8.3.18. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([1] 1) [F11-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.20.] 3.8.3.20. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([2] 2) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([3] 3) ([a] a) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([4] 4) [F10-OS3.7]
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[3.8.4.1.] -- ([1] --) [F73-OA1]
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See the summary for subject Accessibility, Visitability and Adaptability of Dwelling Units.

The ability to access controls and receptacles (e.g., light switches) in the dwelling is essential
for people to live independently. However, as people age, disabilities become more common,
and Canadians over the age of 65 are nearly twice as likely to be disabled compared to those
who are 20–64 years old [1].

Consequently, controls that were once accessible when a person moved into a dwelling may
no longer be accessible as the person's health status evolves. This situation can create
problems for persons with disabilities related to balance and mobility (particularly those who
use wheelchairs or scooters while seated, as well as those at a higher risk of falls while
reaching up or bending down) as they may not be able to reach controls in the dwelling that
have been installed too high or too low. Persons who use mobility aids (including walkers and
rollators) also experience difficulty in reaching controls when the controls are located in the
inside corners of a room and the mobility aid is blocked by the adjacent wall.

Submit a comment

Code Reference(s): NBC20 Div.B 3.8. (first printing)

Subject: Accessibility, Visitability and Adaptability of Dwelling Units

Title: Reachable Controls in Dwelling Units

Description: This proposed change introduces new requirements for
controls in dwelling units to make them reachable from a
seated or standing position.

Related Proposed
Change(s):

PCF 1880, PCF 1881, PCF 1883, PCF 2028

This change could potentially affect the following topic areas:

Division A Division B

Division C Design and Construction

Building operations Housing

Small Buildings Large Buildings

Fire Protection Occupant safety in use

Accessibility Structural Requirements

Building Envelope Energy Efficiency

Heating, Ventilating and Air
Conditioning

Plumbing

Construction and Demolition Sites
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When renovating a dwelling unit, repositioning certain controls for accessibility is possible.
However, repositioning hard-wired controls, such as light switches, is expensive and labour
intensive relative to installing the controls in accessible locations when the dwelling is first
built.

This proposed change introduces new requirements for the design and installation of controls
in dwelling units so that they can be more easily reached by persons with disabilities related to
balance and mobility. Specifically, this proposed change constrains the installation location of
certain types of controls (e.g., light switches, electrical outlets and regularly operated
components of security systems) in a dwelling unit to be within a height range of 400 mm to
1 200 mm above the finished floor or ground surface. Moreover, where controls are to be
installed in inside corners of a room, this proposed change would require them to be located at
least 300 mm from the inside corner.

Approximately 10% of Canadians report having a disability related to mobility [1], while 1% of
Canadians who live in the community regularly use wheelchairs or scooters [2]. Restricting the
height range of the installation location of certain types of controls would also benefit many
older adults and persons with disabilities related to balance who do not use wheelchairs or
scooters by reducing the need to reach extensively to access controls located in high positions
or to squat, stoop or crouch to access controls located in low positions. These are activities
that increase the risk of balance loss and subsequent fall or injury in older adults and persons
with disabilities related to balance [3–6]. Similarly, placing restrictions on the location of
controls in the inside corners of the room would make it easier for persons who use mobility
aids, such as walkers or rollators (in addition to wheelchairs or scooters), to reach the controls
while also using their mobility aid. By constraining the installation location of controls in
dwelling units, this proposed change would limit the probability that persons with disabilities
related to balance and mobility cannot safely access the building's facilities.

This proposed change complements the existing requirements in the National Building Code of
Canada (NBC) for the accessible design of controls in most units in multi-unit residential
buildings, as outlined in Section 3.8. of Division B. The current requirements in the NBC differ
from this proposed change in that they address dexterity and focus on all controls, whereas
this proposed change strictly addresses height and proximity to an inside corner for a limited
range of controls. As such, this proposed change would generally affect houses and other
dwelling units that do not need to comply with Section 3.8.

By focusing on specific controls that are frequently used by occupants and are expensive to
relocate once installed relative to the initial installation cost, this proposed change is expected
to address critical controls used in a dwelling unit while simplifying enforcement and Code
compliance. This proposed change also maintains flexibility in the design of controls that are
typically installed in an accessible location (e.g., door hardware and faucets) unless occupants
choose to install them elsewhere.
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(See Note A-3.8.)
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[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. Scope

[3.8.2.1.] 3.8.2.1. Exceptions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. Entrances

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. Areas Requiring a Barrier-Free Path of Travel

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. Access to Storeys Served by Escalators and Moving Walks

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. Exterior Barrier-Free Paths of Travel to Building Entrances and
Exterior Passenger-Loading Zones

[3.8.2.6.] 3.8.2.6. Controls

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. Power Door Operators

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. Plumbing Facilities

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. Assistive Listening Systems

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. Signs and Indicators

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. Counters

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. Telephones

[3.8.3.1.] 3.8.3.1. Design Standards

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. Barrier-Free Path of Travel

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. Exterior Walks

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. Exterior Passenger-Loading Zones

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. Ramps

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. Doorways and Doors

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. Passenger-Elevating Devices

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. Controls

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. Accessible Signs
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[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. Drinking Fountains

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. Water-Bottle Filling Stations

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. Accessible Water-Closet Stalls

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. Universal Washrooms

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. Water Closets

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. Water-Closet Stalls and Urinals for Persons with Limited
Mobility

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. Lavatories and Mirrors

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. Showers

[3.8.3.18.] 3.8.3.18. Accessible Bathtubs

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. Assistive Listening Systems

[3.8.3.20.] 3.8.3.20. Counters

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. Telephones

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. Spaces in Seating Area

[3.8.4.2.] --- Operating Controls and Electrical Receptacles

[1] --) Where they are mounted on a wall and intended for regular use by the occupant,
switches, electrical receptacles and security controls shall be located with their
centre lines

[a] --) between 400 mm and 1 200 mm above the finished floor or ground
surface, and

[b] --) at least 300 mm from the inside wall corner.

(See Note A-3.8.4.2.-2025.)

Note A-3.8.4.2.-2025 Operating Controls and Electrical Receptacles.

Sentence 3.8.4.2.(1) is not intended to apply where the operating controls and electrical
receptacles are not for regular use or are installed outside of the prescribed distance ranges
for use with dedicated equipment or appliances.

Impact on accessibility

Being able to access controls (e.g., light switches and electrical outlets) profoundly affects
one's independence while living in a dwelling unit.
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This proposed change is expected to improve accessibility by facilitating the reaching of
controls from a seated or standing position. Approximately 10% of Canadians over 15 years
old have a disability related to mobility [1], with 1% of community-dwelling Canadians being
regular users of wheelchairs and scooters [2]. While the proposed height range was originally
established to facilitate persons reaching from a seated position, the proposed change would
also improve the safety of persons accessing controls while standing and reduce the need for
stooping, squatting or crouching to reach low positions—all of which are activities that are
associated with balance loss and potential falls, even in older adults without disabilities related
to balance [3–6]. Similarly, the proposed requirements for the location of controls in inside
corners (i.e., at least 300 mm from the inside corner) are expected to improve the safety of
persons accessing controls while using a mobility aid (e.g., walkers, rollators, wheelchairs,
scooters). By requiring that controls be installed in an accessible location irrespective of
wheelchair or scooter use, this proposed change would make it easier for occupants to access
these controls throughout the dwelling.

Impact on financial costs

This proposed change is not expected to increase the costs of building new dwelling units, as
the change would only affect the mounting location of the controls. However, implementing
the proposed change to the installation height and location ranges of controls is expected to
reduce the need for individuals to modify the location of controls to make them more
reachable from a wheelchair or a standing position after the dwelling unit has been built. This
proposed change should result in cost and time savings related to complex adjustments, such
as changing the location of hard-wired electrical outlets and light switches. Designers and
builders would need to be aware of the change and apply it in practice.

Impact on the provinces and territories

The impact of this proposed change would differ across provinces and territories based on (a)
the type of dwelling unit, where existing requirements for the accessible design of controls in
dwelling units currently apply; and (b) the specific technical components of these
requirements.

This proposed change is mostly a relaxation of the adaptability requirements for controls in
the Nova Scotia Building Code, Article 3.8.4.6., which apply to the design and construction of
all dwelling units, including houses. Specifically, the Nova Scotia Building Code already
addresses dexterity requirements (which impact the geometry and operating force of controls)
and defines "controls" much more broadly. On the other hand, the Nova Scotia Building Code
does not address the position of controls with respect to inside corners, whereas this proposed
change does.

In the Quebec Construction Code, all dwelling units not exempt from the accessibility
requirements in Section 3.8. (i.e., dwelling units in multi-unit residential buildings [MURBs])
would have to comply with this proposed change. The one key difference is that this proposed
change would apply throughout the dwelling unit, whereas the current requirements in Quebec
only apply to controls that are within or are adjacent to the barrier-free path of travel. The
NBC proposes a broader application to address the needs of persons with mobility disabilities
who do not use wheelchairs in the home, in addition to those who do.

Other provinces and territories have similar requirements for the location of controls in their
provisions for accessible dwelling units, which typically apply to a percentage of units in
MURBs but do not apply to houses.

Finally, the NBC 2020 requires that all buildings (including dwelling units) that are not subject
to the exemptions outlined in Section 3.8. (e.g., houses) comply with the requirements for
controls stated in Article 3.8.3.8. (which prescribes a height range for installation, clearance
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requirements around the controls to allow a wheelchair to approach and turn, and
requirements to allow a person with a disability related to dexterity to operate the controls
using low force and a closed fist). Thus, this proposed change would mostly affect houses;
however, the requirements are relaxed compared to those for MURBs.
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This proposed change could be enforced using existing Code enforcement methods for
accessible controls in Part 3 buildings, including the use of a measuring tape to measure
installation height.

Authorities having jurisdiction would need to be made aware of this proposed change and its
distinction from existing requirements for accessible controls in Article 3.8.3.8. (which apply to
a broader range of controls and also address dexterity).

Designers, builders, engineers and homeowners would need to be aware of this proposed
change and select controls to comply with the proposed requirements.

Manufacturers would need to be aware of the expanded requirements for accessible controls in
Canada.

Authorities having jurisdiction would need to be aware of this proposed change when
evaluating building compliance.
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[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.1.] 3.8.2.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.2.] 3.8.2.2. ([4] 4) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([5] 5) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([5] 5) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.2.3.] 3.8.2.3. ([6] 6) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.4.] 3.8.2.4. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.5.] 3.8.2.5. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.6.] 3.8.2.6. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.7.] 3.8.2.7. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([4] 4) [F72-OH2.1]
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[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([4] 4) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([5] 5) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([6] 6) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([7] 7) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([8] 8) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([9] 9) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([10] 10) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([11] 11) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([12] 12) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([13] 13) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([13] 13) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([14] 14) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([15] 15) no attributions

[3.8.2.8.] 3.8.2.8. ([15] 15) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.9.] 3.8.2.9. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.10.] 3.8.2.10. ([4] 4) no attributions

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.11.] 3.8.2.11. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.2.12.] 3.8.2.12. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.1.] 3.8.3.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([a] a),([b] b) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([a] a),([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([c] c),([d] d) [F73-OA1]
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[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([e] e),([f] f) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([e] e),([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([3] 3) ([c] c),([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([4] 4) no attributions

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([5] 5) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.2.] 3.8.3.2. ([6] 6) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.3.] 3.8.3.3. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([a] a) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.4.] 3.8.3.4. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([b] b),([e] e) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([e] e),([f] f)

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([b] b),([e] e) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([a] a)

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([1] 1) ([c] c) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([3] 3) no attributions

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([4] 4) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([4] 4) ([b] b),([c] c) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.5.] 3.8.3.5. ([5] 5) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([3] 3) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([4] 4) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([4] 4) [F10-OS3.7]
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[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([5] 5) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([5] 5) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([6] 6) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([7] 7) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([8] 8) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([9] 9) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([10] 10) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([11] 11) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([12] 12) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([12] 12) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([13] 13) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([14] 14) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([15] 15) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([16] 16) no attributions

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([17] 17) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.6.] 3.8.3.6. ([17] 17) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.7.] 3.8.3.7. ([1] 1) [F30-OS3.1] [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.8.] 3.8.3.8. ([1] 1) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([1] 1) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([2] 2) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.9.] 3.8.3.9. ([3] 3) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.10.] 3.8.3.10. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]
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[3.8.3.11.] 3.8.3.11. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([d] d)([i] i) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([f] f),([g] g) [F30,F20-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([f] f) and ([g] g)

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) ([h] h) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.12.] 3.8.3.12. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([d] d)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([f] f)

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([g] g) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([i] i) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([1] 1) ([b] b) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.13.] 3.8.3.13. ([2] 2) [F72-OH2.1] [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.14.] 3.8.3.14. ([1] 1) [F72-OH2.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([1] 1) ([a] a)

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) ([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.15.] 3.8.3.15. ([2] 2) ([c] c)

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([1] 1) ([f] f) [F31-OS3.2]

[3.8.3.16.] 3.8.3.16. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([d] d),([e] e) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([f] f) [F30-OS3.1]
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[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([1] 1) ([h] h) [F31-OS3.2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) [F71-OH2.3]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([a] a) [F73-OA1]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([b] b) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([b] b) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.17.] 3.8.3.17. ([2] 2) ([g] g) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.18.] 3.8.3.18. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([1] 1) [F11-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.19.] 3.8.3.19. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.20.] 3.8.3.20. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.21.] 3.8.3.21. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([1] 1) ([d] d) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([2] 2) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([2] 2) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([3] 3) ([a] a) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([3] 3) [F74-OA2]

[3.8.3.22.] 3.8.3.22. ([4] 4) [F10-OS3.7]

[3.8.4.2.] -- ([1] --) [F30-OS3.1]

[3.8.4.2.] -- ([1] --) [F74-OA2]
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See the summary for subject Accessibility, Visitability and Adaptability of Dwelling
Units.

Technical requirements in the general area of the adaptability and visitability of
dwelling units have been developed for consideration in the 2025 edition of the National
Building Code of Canada (NBC). A complementary proposed change, PCF 1881,
proposes to include these technical requirements in new Subsections 3.8.4. and 3.8.5.

Submit a comment

Code Reference(s): NBC20 Div.B 3.8.1. (first printing)

Subject: Accessibility, Visitability and Adaptability of Dwelling
Units

Title: Expanding the Scope of the Accessibility
Requirements

Description: This proposed change expands the scope of the
accessibility requirements in Section 3.8. to include
proposed Subsections 3.8.4. and 3.8.5.

Related Proposed
Change(s):

PCF 1880, PCF 1881, PCF 1883, PCF 1957

This change could potentially affect the following topic areas:

Division A Division B

Division C Design and Construction

Building operations Housing

Small Buildings Large Buildings

Fire Protection Occupant safety in use

Accessibility Structural Requirements

Building Envelope Energy Efficiency

Heating, Ventilating and Air
Conditioning

Plumbing

Construction and Demolition
Sites
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However, the scope of Section 3.8. (as stated in Article 3.8.1.1.) is currently limited to
Subsections 3.8.2. and 3.8.3. The scope of Section 3.8. needs to be expanded to
include proposed Subsections 3.8.4. and 3.8.5. that address the design of dwelling
units with respect to adaptability and visitability.

This proposed change expands the scope of Section 3.8. (as stated in Article 3.8.1.1.)
to include proposed Subsections 3.8.4. and 3.8.5.

This proposed change would allow different levels of technical requirements related to
the adaptability and visitability of dwelling units to explicitly fall within the scope of
Section 3.8.

NBC20 Div.B 3.8.1. (first printing)

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. Scope

[1] 1) This Section is concerned with the barrier-free design of buildings.

[2] 2) Except as provided in Sentence (3), Bbuildings and their facilities required
to be barrier-free in accordance with Subsection 3.8.2. shall be designed
in accordance with Subsection 3.8.3.

[3] --) Dwelling units required to comply with Sentences 3.8.2.1.(3) and (4)
(PCF 1881) shall be designed in accordance with Subsections 3.8.4. and
3.8.5.

This proposed change does not, on its own, introduce any new costs because it simply
expands the NBC framework to explicitly include proposed Subsections 3.8.4. and
3.8.5. within the scope of Section 3.8. These proposed Subsections are necessary to
position new technical requirements for the adaptability and visitability of dwelling
units. However, the future introduction of specific technical requirements that are
related to accessibility, but are beyond the scope of this proposed change, may
introduce costs. These future technical requirements would be developed through
separate proposed changes (with stand-alone impact analyses) that would undergo
typical cross-committee coordination and public review procedures so that the members
of Code committees and Code users can make informed recommendations on the
progression of such proposed changes.
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This proposed change is necessary to explicitly include new Subsections 3.8.4. and
3.8.5. within the scope of Section 3.8. Enabling the NBC framework to include these
proposed Subsections, which are related to the adaptable and visitable design of
dwelling units, would simplify use of the NBC for Code users.

No enforcement implications are expected as a result of this proposed change, as it
simply expands the scope of NBC Section 3.8. to include proposed Subsections 3.8.4.
and 3.8.5.

This proposed change does not directly affect Code users because expanding the scope
of NBC Section 3.8. does not present new technical requirements.

However, the expanded framework to consolidate the proposed requirements for the
adaptable and visitable design of dwelling units (facilitated by this proposed change to
the scope of Section 3.8.) should simplify use of the NBC for Code users by allowing
them to find relevant accessibility requirements in stand-alone Subsections 3.8.4 and
3.8.5.

NBC20 Div.B 3.8.1. (first printing)

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([1] 1) no attributions

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([2] 2) no attributions

[3.8.1.1.] 3.8.1.1. ([2] 2) no attributions
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